


CELEBRATE WITH Books!

Birthday Celebration Corner. Designate an area of
your library to be the birthday celebration corner. Use
the foldable cardboard display boards available at craft
and department stores (just like the ones that students
use for science fairs). Cover them with birthday gift
wrap. Add lettering to say “Look Who’s Having a Birth-
day!” and pictures of an author and some of his or her
books. (For a list of selected authors’ birthdays, see pages
12-13). In the Scholastic Book News, an author is featured
every month in many of the clubs. Save those pages to
feature photos and books of popular and rising authors.

You can also use clip art to add details that pertain to

the author (e.g., a dogsled for Gary Paulsen). Add cover
shots of some of the author’s titles and information
about where the author lives, if he or she has children or
pets, and something about when or how the author likes
to write. Display the author’s books. You might have one
display for intermediate authors and another for primary
authors. Change frequently.

Morning Announcements. Read a quote from an au-
thor, celebrity, or famous person born on that day. Find
them in Steve Alcorn’s A Gift of Days: The Greatest Words
to Live By (Atheneum, 2009). Several people are quoted
each day so you can choose one most applicable to your
students.

REcIPES

A Fake Cake. Create a fake cake to use in your birthday

book display, when announcing book donors on your

morning video announcements, or as a centerpiece for

your author birthday display. You will need:

* 2 round cake-sized Styrofoam circular discs

* 1 colorful plastic plate, larger than the discs

* 1 bag of quilt batting or white felt

* 1 bottle of tacky glue (Alene’s or So-Fro would
work well)

e Small foam paintbrush

 Birthday candle in the shape of the number 1

Sugar or paper letters that spell Happy Birthday

e Craft knife

Directions

(See page 19 for image of finished cake.)

1. Use one of the discs as a pattern to cut out a circle
from the batting or felt. This will be the top of the
cake.

2. Use the foam brush to spread the tacky glue on the
discs so they are glued to each other and to the plate.
Let dry.

3. Carefully unroll a sheet of the batting and cut into a
length that will wrap the sides of the two discs. Trim
to the height of the cake. If you prefer, use white felt
with the same instructions.

4. Brush on a heavy layer of tacky glue to the sides and
the top of the Styrofoam.
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CELEBRATE WITH Books!

5. Attach to batting or felt to the top and sides of the
cake. It will make a very realistic frosting.

6. Cut a hole through the top batting or felt and into
the cake so it is the shape of the candle base. Fill the
hole with glue. Insert the birthday candle and let
dry.

7. Follow the instructions with the sugar letters to
remove them from the paper backing.

8. Attach the sugar letters to the top of the cake by
painting the glue on the underside of each letter and
pressing it to the batting. Note: Use minimal glue
because the moisture will make the coloring bleed if too
much is used. If you prefer, use peel-and-stick letters
instead. These can usually be found in the craft sec-
tion of the major discount stores.

Birthday Gifts. Collect small boxes
that are about the size of jewelry
boxes (ask students for donations
from home, if needed). When you
have a box for every child in a class,
wrap each box and lid separately so
the wrapped box can be opened without having to tear
off the wrapping paper. Glue a bow to the top of each

box.

Inside each box, insert a slip of paper with the name of
a Birthday Month Author’s book and its summary, the
title and page number of a poem you want a student

to read and share, or the name and date of an author’s
birthday. If you decide to fill each box with an author’s
information, have students can stand in calendar or-
der, according to their author’s birthday, and share the
contents of their presents aloud. To make it more inter-
esting, have each student locate a book by that author
to display while standing. The boxes can also be used to
encourage students to check out books they normally
overlook.

GAMES

Birthday Bingo. Use www.teach-nology.com/web _tools/
materials/bingo/5 to create a set of bingo cards to feature
authors whose birthdays are coming up in the next two

months. (See pages 20-21 for two sample cards: Primary

author birthdays and intermediate

author birthdays for August/Sep-

tember.)

1. Once you enter the names into
the boxes on the Web page, click
“Free Bingo Space”. A bingo card will
be produced. Click “Print” in your brows-
er. (Print on colored card stock for durability.)

2. Then scroll down below the name boxes. The last
box says “Shuffle Words”. Click this and a second,
different card will be produced from the same
names. Print it.

3. Then shuffle words. Continue in this manner until
you produce a class set of bingo cards. Mount them
on construction paper if you did not print on card
stock, and laminate your game cards.

4. Cut up a copy of the author names and use for
calling slips. Give each child a 3-ounce cup of large
beans or buttons to use for game markers. If they are
very young, remind students not to put
the covers in their mouths (or ears!), but
only on their cards.

5. Award a bookmark to each winner,
playing until a set number win, or until
everyone does. Use birthday bookmarks
from Upstart or print other suitable
ones. Or give them a coupon that will
let them check out an additional book
during this class period. See page 14 for
coupon templates.
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For your convenience, two primary and intermediate au-

thor birthdays are listed by month on pages 12-13. Use

these sites to locate additional author birthdays:

* TeachingBooks.net (subscription):

e KidsRead.com:
www.kidsreads.com/authors/authors.asp

* Kay Vandergrift:

http://comminfo.rutgers.edu/professional-
development/childlit/AuthorSite/index.html
*  Kathy Schrock (authors by date):

htep://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/
authordate.html
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ARTs/CRAFTS

Author Birthday Card. Supply writing and drawing
materials, scissors, glue sticks, and papers suitable

for card-making. Invite individual classes to make a
large card group card that will fit inside a large manila
envelope. Have them each sign the card and mail

it to the author care of his publisher. You can often
find contact information on the author’s Web site.
For a list of publisher addresses, see “The Children’s
Book Council: Our Members” at www.cbcbooks.org/
about/ourmembers/print. Another source is American

Publishing Industry, www.publishersglobal.com/
directory/usa. Click on Children’s under Subject on the

left.

Party Invitation. Supply craft materials and construc-
tion paper. Students can work in pairs to select a book
character they both have read about, and create a party
invitation that reflects their personality. Perhaps a pink
and black one for Babymouse, or one written in a spider
web for Charlotte’s babies. Display the invitations next
to the characters’ books.

SociAL Stubies AcTiviTIES

Where in the World is Someone Having a Birthday?
Use the site “Happy Birthday in 161 languages” (www.
shabbir.com/romance/bday.html) to teach students
birthday greetings in languages reflected at your school.
Feature the related country books in a display that will
call attention to this less selected part of your collection.

Here are a few languages that may be spoken at your
school:

Arabic: Eid milaad saced

Cantonese: Sun Yat Fai Lok

French: Joyeux anniversaire

German: Alles Gute zum Geburtstag

Japanese: Otanjou-bi Omedetou Gozaimasu

Spanish: Feliz Cumplearios

Tagalog (Philippines): Maligayang Bati Sa Iyong Kaar-

awan

You might want to add some foreign words to your
birthday board. Birthday words can be found at En-
chanted Learning:

English: www.enchantedlearning.com/dictionarysubjects/
birthday.shtml

French: www.enchantedlearning.com/languages/french/
subjects/birthday.shtml

German: www.enchantedlearning.com/languages/german/
subjects/birthday.shtml

[talian: www.enchantedlearning.com/languages/italian/
subjects/birthday.shtml

Spanish: www.enchantedlearning.com/languages/spanish/
subjects/birthday.shtml

We All Share a Birthday. Feature the books listed in
the bibliography under Cross-Cultural Birthdays on
page 7. After sharing several of them aloud, talk about
how birthday traditions in the books are similar to,

and different from, the traditions celebrated by your
students. What is one tradition your students would like
to add to their own?

Happy Birthday America. Since our country’s birthday
is in the summer, celebrate its half-birthday on (or near)
January 4. Set up a display of history titles in a timeline
order in a display that says:
“Happy unBirthday, America:
You've Come a Long Way!”
Books that celebrate our
country’s birthday can also be
featured. See the bibliography
on page 8 for ideas.
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MATH/ScIENCE ACTIVITIES

Birthday Logic Puzzle. Reproduce the “What's My
Gift?” Logic Puzzle on page 9. Ask students to write
their own name in the blank at the top of the first col-
umn, and in the blank on the first clue. Use the first clue
as an example for how to reason which child gets which
gift. Then, show students how to mark their charts with
a circle for the gift that matches their name in the grid.
In the same column and row with their circle, have stu-
dents X the other squares (if the gift 75 for the student, it
isnt for one of the other children). Continue in this logi-
cal fashion until students determine which gift goes with
which child. An answer key can be found on page 10.
If youd like to make the game reus-

") able, photocopy the cards onto card
stock and laminate. Give students
cups filled with beans or buttons of
two different colors, five for the Yes

and twenty for the No responses.

Author/Book Time Line. Ask each child to check out a
book. Then have them research the book’s author to see
when the author was born. Have them write the author’s
name and date of birth on an index card. Unroll part of
a skein of ribbon along the floor to serve as the backbone
of your time line.

Ask students to arrange their cards on the line in chron-
ological order to create an author time line. When they
have placed their cards, have them stand their books up
next to the appropriate card. If the time line spans many
decades, what do your students notice about the books?
Do they see a change in the style of illustration or sub-
ject matter? Which authors have they heard of? Are the
authors more recent, or are they more established (older)
authors? For additional practice, ask students to figure
out how old the author is now. Also have students figure
out how much older the authors are than they.

Another alternative is to line up representative books
by copyright date around the tops of your library cases.
Demarcate the copyright years and ask students to walk

through the years and see what they notice is different
about subjects, art styles, size of book, etc.

Birthday Survey and Math Problems.
Many school libraries have Birthday
Book Clubs. At the beginning of
the year, send home your birthday
book club letters and encourage
families to send their money and
information early (see pages 6 and
11 for more information). This will
help you prepare in advance. If you
create a bulletin board that features
and thanks birthday book donors by
month, you can arrange names in a bar graph format
next to each month’s name. There is a set in English
and another in Spanish available at www.highsmith.
Oset. Students and teachers can create and answer word
problems based on the graph. How many more books

were donated in September than in July? How many
were donated in February and March?

WRiTING PROJECT

Readers’ Theater Script Writing. Listen to Robert
Munsch read his book Moira’s Birthday. Find it at www.
robertmunsch.com/books.cfm?bookid=42. Use this book
as a basis for your script writing lesson.

The Northwest Territories Literacy Council, Canada,
has produced a 61-page PDF file entitled How 10 Kit:
Readers Theatre that is comprehensive and helpful. Find
it at Www.nald.ca/library/learning/howtokit/theatre/
theatre.pdf. It includes 9 scripts in languages spoken

in the Northwest Territories. You will find a script in
French about Caillou, and one in Dogrib, the language
of the Taicho First Nation, the aboriginal
Canadians. Three stories by
Canadian adopted son Robert
Munsch are adapted, including a
script for Moirds Birthday.
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Have older students read the script after hearing the
book. Then divide the kids in groups to discuss how the
adaptation was written. What was included from the
story? What was left out? Have them choose another
Munsch book to script, possibly for performance for a
younger grade. Incidentally, Munsch’s birthday is June
11, and his half birthday is December 11.

CONTEST

Famous Birthdays. Sponsor a daily or weekly contest in
which classes have one guess per day. Announce a hint
about a famous person or author for each class to guess.

You may want to announce a different person each

morning, or on Monday, announce several for the week.

E-mail the list of clues to teachers in advance if you

announce multiple clues; that way, teachers don’t have to

try to write them as you speak. There are a few rules:

1. Teachers and students may not use Google or other
search engine.

2. The teacher cannot tell students the answer.

3. One guess per birthday per class.

4. Entry guesses must cite the source of the answer
(e.g., Robert Munsch, author Web site)

Students can use the online catalog, almanacs,
encyclopedias, biographies and other reference materials.
This will give students a little dose of reference skills each
day.

As entries come in, put them in a box. Draw a winner
weekly. Teachers may receive a free book from your stash,
or perhaps you can come to their class as a guest reader.
Students can get bookmarks, coupons to check out an
additional book, or other inexpensive prizes you may
have. Students also love to get stickers.

Before the Monday announcements, draw out the

names of class winners. Individual students may not
enter—just one entry as a class for each question. Keep
drawing names until you come to one with the correct
answer. Announce the winner(s) the next Monday before
announcing the new mystery birthday personage of the
day(s). To get you started, four clues per month are listed
on pages 15-18.

SpPeciaL EVENTs

Birthday Chair. Decorate a chair to be dramatic and
colorful. Paint or glue on letters on it that say “Birthday
Chair”. Tie a mylar balloon to the back, to be replaced
when it no longer floats well (about every other month).
A student who has a birthday that day or week may sit
there to read.

Birthday Book Club. Invite families to donate a book
to the library to honor their child on his or her birthday,
or half birthday for those born in summer (see page 11
for a sample letter). Place a bookplate in the front of the
book that says “Donated by CHILD’S NAME for his
(her) ___th birthday.
Month, date, current
year” (or customize as
appropriate for your
library). For a selection
of suitable bookplates,
including one that will
go through your printer,

go to www.highsmith.
com/upstart/search/
bookplates; also visit
www.highsmith.com/

upstart/search/birthday
for more birthday

materials.
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Take the child’s photo to display on your school’s
televised announcements or on a birthday display.
Announce the birthday on your morning show or
announcements, perhaps showing the child with the
donated book. Check out the selected book to the
student on his/her birthday (many Birthday Book Clubs
allow the student to be the first to check a new book out
of the library).

Other Birthday Book Club celebratory ideas:

* Provide Desktop Awards in English and Spanish
that stand on the child’s desk, a visible birthday wish
throughout the school day.

* Display two festive birthday bulletin boards includ-
ing one with a pinata and the months in Spanish.

*  Use Upstart’s balloon-
bordered note paper to
send home your initial
parent letter explaining
your program.

*  Give students a birthday
bookmark or pencil.

*  Actach a Birthday clas-
sification sticker to the
top of Birthday Book
Club books’ spines to
make them obvious on
the shelves. This will help students see how many
books in your collection have been donated, and to
assure those books get circulated. They will also serve
as silent PR for your birthday program.

INTERNET ACTIVITIES

Birthday Clip Art. Post this site for students when they
are designing birthday cards, or use the images on your
own Library Celebration materials: www.school-clip-art.

com/birthday.sheml.

Author Web Sites. Have a location where you post the
site of the author of the day/week/month. You can use
a bulletin board, or put it in a picture frame near the

circulation desk. You can also use book tape to attach a

clothespin to the side of the computer monitors in such
a way that you can use them to clip an index card with
the featured author birthday site address.

For example, here are some kid-friendly sites for some
popular authors in February:
e Jerry Spinelli:
www.jerryspinelli.com
* Judy Blume:

www.judyblume.com/kids.php
*  Paul Zelinsky:

www.paulozelinsky.com
e Walter Wick:

www.walterwick.com

CELEBRATE wiTH Books! RESOURCES

Cross-Cultural Birthdays

o Alicias Happy Day by Meg Starr. Star Bright Books,
2002.

*  Carolinas Gift: A Story of Peru by Katacha Diaz.
Soundprints, 2002.

»  Chato and the Party Animals by Gary Soto. Putnam’s
Sons, 2000.

Every Year on Your Birthday by Rose A. Lewis. Little,
Brown, 2007.

»  Fis for Fiesta by Susan Middleton Elya. Putnam’s
Sons, 2006.

*  Fiesta Fiasco by Ann Whitford, Paul. Holiday House,
2007.

*  Happy to You! by Caron Lee Cohen. Clarion Books,
2001.

*  Henry’s First-Moon Birthday by Lenore Look.
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2001.

o Just a Minute: A Trickster lale and Counting Book by
Yuyi Morales. Chronicle Books, 2003.

*  Maddys Amazing African Birthday by Megan K.
Williams. Second Story Press, 2009.

*  Mamas Saris by Pooja Makhijani. Little, Brown,
2007.

* A Party in Ramadan by Asma Mobin-Uddin. Boyds
Mills Press, 2009.

*  Yoon and the Jade Bracelet by Helen Recorvits. Farrar
Straus Giroux, 2008.
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Birthday Book Club Sample Letter

Birthday Book Club
(Your School’s Name)

(Date)

Dear Parents,

All of us at , invite you to celebrate birthday by joining our Birthday
(your school’s name) (child’s name’s)
Book Club and purchasing a book in your child’s honor. For a donationof $_________| your child will have
(amount)
the opportunity to choose a (book that is new to our collection/new book for our collection/etc.—customize as

it applies to your Birthday Book Club). (A bookplate will be placed in the book/A picture will be taken of your
child and the book and posted in the media center, etc.—customize as it applies to your Birthday Book Club.)
Your child will be the first student to check out the book, and when it is returned, it will be placed into circula-

tion for all to enjoy.

If you are interested in participating, simply complete the form below and send it to school along with a check

for made out to . If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me any time!
(amount) (amount)

Thank you for celebrating s birthday with us—and for helping to grow our library!
(student’s name)

(Your name/contact information)

Yes, my child would like to donate a book to the . A check for
$ is enclosed. (your school’s name Book Club)
(amount)
Child’s name
Class
Birthday Age on next birthday

Parent’s name
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Selected Birthdays for Primary Grade Authors

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

' MAY

@ JUNE

JULY

lan Falconer Donald Crews
August 25 August 30
Tomie dePaola H. A. Rey

September 15

September 16

David Shannon

Steven Kellogg

October 5 October 26
Lois Ehlert Marc Brown
November 9 November 25

Jan Brett Mercer Mayer
December 1 December 30

Rosemary Wells
January 29

Denise Fleming
January 31

Mo Willems
February 11

Norman Bridwell
February 15

Dr. Seuss Dav Pilkey
March 2 March 4
Eileen Christelow Ron Roy
April 22 April 29

Arnold Lobel Margaret Wise Brown

May 22 May 23

Robert Munsch Eric Carle
June 11 June 25

Patricia Polacco
July 11

Laura Numeroff
July 14

12
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Selected Birthdays for Intermediate Grade Authors

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY
FEBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

' MAY

@ JUNE

JULY

Joanna Cole
August 11

Paula Danziger
August 18

Shel Silverstein

Gail Carson Levine

September 25 September 17

R. L. Stine Henry Winkler
October 8 October 30
Christopher Paolini C.S. Lewis

November 17

November 29

Cornelia Funke
December 10

Avi
December 23

J. R. R. Tolkien
January 3

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
January 4

Jeff Kinney
February 19

Megan McDonald
February 28

Louis Sachar
March 20

Kate DiCamillo
March 25

Beverly Cleary
April 12

Barbara Park
April 21

Mary Pope Osborne

Andrew Clements

May 20 May 29
Rick Riordan Brian Jacques
June 5 June 15
Brian Selznick J. K. Rowling
July 14 July 31

13
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I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

Library Game Book Award Coupon

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

I won our
library game!

This coupon allows me to

14
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Birthday Contest Announcements
August—-October

The dates below are subjects’ birthdays. The clues can be used any time during the week or month by
simply announcing “This person’s birthday is August 1. He . . .”

AUGUST
Aug. 1: He wrote “The Star Spangled Banner”.
(Francis Scott Key)

Aug. 9: He has written more than 200 science books for children including Animals Nobody Loves.
(Seymour Simon)

Aug. 19: Wilbur Wright's brother was born today. What is his name and what did the pioneering
brothers create? (Orville Wright, the first plane to fly)

Aug. 30: Her most famous book is Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel.
(Virginia Lee Burton)

SEPTEMBER
Sep. 2: Is author Demi a man or a woman? Is Demi the author of The Empty Pot or Cat and Ra??
(Demi is a man who wrote The Empty Pot)

Sep. 8: He was an elementary teacher who first told stories to his kids before becoming an author.
One of his books is The True Story of the Three Little Pigs. Who is he? (Jon Scieszka)

Sept. 16: H. A. Rey wrote about a monkey who was too curious. What do his initials stand for and
what is his monkey’s name? (Hans Augusto, Curious George)

Sep. 24: His Muppets have taught thousands of children to count, read, and sing. Who is he?
(Jim Henson)

OCTOBER
Oct. 1: She writes nonfiction photo-essay books about Hats, Hats, Hats; Shoes, Shoes, Shoes, and Bread,
Bread, Bread. Who is she? (Ann Morris)

Oct. 13: She became an American legend during the Revolutionary War and was nicknamed Molly
Pitcher. What is her real name? (Mary Hays)

Oct. 26: He has written and/or illustrated more than 90 books, including ones about his own Great
Dane, Pinkerton. Who is he? (Steven Kellogg)

Oct. 30: This author wanted to be a writer from the time he was in kindergarten. Anansi and the Moss-
Covered Rock is one of his most popular books. (Eric Kimmel)
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Birthday Contest Announcements
November-January

The dates below are subjects’ birthdays. The clues can be used any time during the week or month by
simply announcing “This person’s birthday is November 1. He . . .”

NOVEMBER
Nov. 2: This early American pioneer was born in 1734 and explored much of what later became
Kentucky and Tennessee. (Daniel Boone)

Nov. 14: This artist is famous for his Impressionist paintings, particularly of the water lilies in his
French garden. (Claude Monet)

Nov. 16: She wrote biographies about famous Americans from interesting viewpoints. One is George
Washington’s Breakfast. (Jean Fritz)

Nov. 25: His most beloved character began as a long-nosed anteater that changed into a round-faced
character with a pesky sister. Who is this author? (Marc Brown)

DECEMBER
Dec. 1: Her favorite animal is the hedgehog, and it appears as a character, or hidden in the
illustrations, of most of her books. (Jan Brett)

Dec. 9: This author’s most famous character is Babar the elephant.
(Jean de Brunhoff)

Dec. 19: She has written about many thought-provoking topics, including Smoky Night, which won the
Caldecott Medal. (Eve Bunting)

Dec. 22: He won the Caldecott Honor 5 times before winning the gold in 2010 for The Lion and the
Mouse. (Jerry Pinkney)

JANUARY
Jan. 4: He became blind at the age of 3 and at age 12 devised the system of raised dots that became
the system of reading for people who cannot see print. Who is he? (Louis Braille)

Jan. 17: He invented the fire department, bifocals, and the lending library. Who is he?
(Ben Franklin)

Jan. 23: He was the first signer of the Declaration of Independence.
(John Hancock)

Jan. 29: Her most beloved characters are Ruby and Max.
(Rosemary Wells)
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Birthday Contest Announcements
February-April

The dates below are subjects’ birthdays. The clues can be used any time during the week or month by
simply announcing “This person’s birthday is February 1. He . . .”

FEBRUARY
Feb. 5: She has written more than 80 nonfiction books for children, including What You Never Knew
About Beds, Bedrooms, & Pajamas. (Patricia Lauber)

Feb. 11: She has written more than 300 books in nearly every genre of fiction. Her Not One Damsel in
Distress contains 13 folktales about spunky, feisty women. (Jane Yolen)

Feb. 15: His main character is red because that’s the only color of marker he had handy when he
began sketching the oversized dog. (Norman Bridwell)

Feb. 28: Unfortunately, a string of negative adventures afflict the three children in his 13-book series.
(Lemony Snicket)

MARCH
Mar. 4: He made his first humor and action stories as a child in the school hallway because his desk
was put there after he was disruptive in class. (Dav Pilkey)

Mar. 8: He is one if the kings of pop-up books for masterpieces like The Wizard of Ox.
(Robert Sabuda)

Mar. 14: He is now known for his brilliant intelligence and his Theory of Relativity, but he didn’t talk
till he was three and did poorly in school. (Albert Einstein)

Mar. 25: She likes fiction with animals in them, whether they talk or not. Her Tale of Despereaux won
the Newbery medal. (Kate DiCamillo)

APRIL
Apr. 5: One of Richard Peck’s hilarious comedies begins with “If your teacher has to die, August isn’t
a bad time of year for it.” What’s the name of the book? (The Teacher’s Funeral)

Apr. 12: Before there was Junie B. Jones, there was Ramona Quimby. What author created her?
(Beverly Cleary)

Apr. 21: She wrote about a sister who is trying to deal with the death of her brother in a bike accident
in Mick Harte Was Here. The author? (Barbara Park)

Apr. 29: When he ran out of alphabet for his mysteries, this author began writing a mystery series
based in the Washington D. C., and another set that follows the months of the year. (Ron Roy)
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Birthday Contest Announcements
May—-July

The dates below are subjects’ birthdays. The clues can be used any time during the week or month by
simply announcing “This person’s birthday is May 1. He . . .”

MAY
May 5: His torn paper illustrations gave us Frederick and Swimmsy.
(Leo Lionni)

May 10: His first book won a Newbery Honor and his second won the Newbery gold—two amazing
feats when you consider that this author wrote them during lunch breaks from hanging car doors at
an assembly plant in Flint, Michigan. (Christopher Paul Curtis)

May 20: She writes books about siblings who travel in time to have adventures in the past. Many of
her fiction titles have nonfiction companion books. (Mary Pope Osborne)

May 26: The first American woman in space was born on this day. Who is she?
(Sally Ride)

JUNE
June 5: His characters are often demigods that inhabit thick fantasy books.

(Rick Riordan)

June 11: He was born in the United States but moved to Canada where he writes hilarious books
like Stephanie’s Ponytail. (Robert Munsch)

June 18: Riding his Polar Express might be very refreshing on a day like this.
(Chris Van Allsburg)

June 25: Thousands of children have read the first book he illustrated, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What
Do You See? (Eric Carle)

JULY
July 2: This author of the Rotten Ralph series has also written popular chapter books for older
students. (Jack Gantos)

July 11: This author/illustrator often writes about her own family, as she did in The Keeping Quilt.
(Patricia Polacco)

July 14: Today would be a good day to “Give a Mouse a Birthday Party” to celebrate this popular
author. (Laura Numeroff)

July 31: She’s British and wrote a worldwide bestselling series of 7 books about a boy who owns an
owl named Hedwig. (J. K. Rowling)
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Birthday Cake Book Display
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Primary Bingo Birthdays:
August/September

Arthur
Yorinks

Barbara Frank lan Syd
Cooney Asch Falconer Hoff

Eric H.A. Jeff Jon

Hill Rey Brown Scieszka

Gail Stan Jim Patricia

Gibbons Berenstain Arnosky McKissack
Donald Aliki Don Ellen
Crews Freeman Stoll Walsh
Jane Bernard Bernard Tomie
Most Waber dePaola

From Bingo Card Maker, TeAchnology, www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/bingo/5

7w NN A

Q Q

Virginia Lee
Burton

Shel
Silverstein
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Intermediate Bingo Birthdays:
August/September

Patricia Seymour Frederic
McKissack Simon McKissack

Paul Matt Joanna Brian
Fleischman Christopher Cole Pinkney

Jack Shel Ann Jon
Prelutsky Silverstein Rinaldi Scieszka
Gail Suzanne Sizy William
Gibbons Collins Kline Armstrong
Mildred Cgraslcl)n Paula Ann Walter
Taylor Levine Danziger Martin Dean Myers

From Bingo Card Maker, TeAchnology, www.teach-nology.com/web_tools/materials/bingo/5
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