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these can be purchased inexpensively at a local 
craft store or gardening center.

Spread newspapers on the floor (or on 
tables, if the floors are carpeted). Set up a station 
for writing on the pots and another for potting 
and seeding the pots. Suggest that the children 
name their tree, like Ida B did, and decorate that 
name on the pot. When they are finished, give 
instructions on basic tree care. For those that are 
interested, recommend some children’s gardening 
books. 

Create Environmental Journals. Give each child 
a blank (preferably green) notebook or journal 
and schedule time for decorating. As the children 
color and decorate, tell them that this journal 
is to record how their neighborhood is helping 
the planet. Organize the journal into “How I’m 
Helping” and “How Others are Helping.” For 
the personal section, introduce several different 

Book Club Ideas and 
Activities

Katherine Hannigan’s Ida B: And Her Plans to 
Maximize Fun, Avoid Disaster and (Possibly) Save 
the World (Greenwillow Books, 2004) is a book 
that makes every reader fall in love. When her 
mother is diagnosed with cancer, Ida B has to 
leave her idyllic home-schooled education and 
her orchard tree-friends for the scary world of 
Ms. Washington’s fourth grade public elementary 
school class. Ida B is determined to combat the 
unwanted changes in her life with plans of pay-
back, but even the best-laid plans of Ida B may 
need some tweaking.

This delightful book is a perfect selection 
for a start-of-the-school-year, upper elementary 
book club. Students will enjoy reading about 
Ida B’s lively new class and can appreciate Ms. 
Washington’s wisdom as she talks to her newest 
student. 

Recycle On. Ida B’s family has a great love for 
the natural world, expressed throughout the 
book. Her father tells her, “We are the earth’s 
caretakers.” Before you begin this activity, ask stu-
dents if they know the difference between some-
thing that is recyclable and something that is not. 
Once they understand what kind of items are 
recyclable, divide the group into twos and threes. 
Give each group a certain number of paper and 
plastic bags, empty milk cartons, scratch paper 
and newspapers, as well as markers and crayons. 
Give them ten minutes to create a 3D picture of 
Ida B, using all their materials. Present each final 
piece of art to the group.

A Tree of Their Own. Before Ida B goes to 
school, her only friends are the trees in her 
orchard. For this activity, you’ll need apple tree 
seeds, dirt, Miracle Gro®, permanent markers, 
and one small gardening pot per child. Most of 
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ways of being environmentally friendly: switch-
ing out light bulbs for compact florescent bulbs, 
recycling scratch paper, planting trees, planning 
weekly errands in order to use less gas, bring-
ing cloth bags to the grocery store, etc. It may 
be helpful to prepare a handout in advance with 
these ideas and others. The children can also 
look out for how local businesses and organiza-
tions are going green, and record this in their 
journals.

Hear Me Read. For Ida B, the process of read-
ing an exciting book aloud helps her adjust to 
her new surroundings. Before parents come for 
pick-up, make sure to read a few pages of Ida B 
aloud as a group. Ask someone to read the part 
of Ida B, and another to read Ms. Washington, 
etc. Encourage the children to use funny voices 
or accents as they read. 

As your book club brings Ida B to life, 
encourage the children to think about situations 
that have been different—like a new soccer team 
or a new school—but have turned out for the 
better. Ida B finally discovered that what needed 
to change was not her circumstances but herself, 
and when she realized this, she ended up saving 
the world as well.

Read-alikes:
•	 Love, Ruby Lavender by Deborah Wiles
•	 Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
•	 Belle Teal by Ann Martin
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